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Purpose Statement

The official corporate purpose of CARH
is to foster a broad range of civic
improvements in the Cochranton area
through revitalization initiatives in the
areas of real estate and commercial
redevelopment, community
beautification, historical preservation
and the advancement of the arts. CARH
will pursue these objectives by providinfy
planning, organizational, managerial
and financial resources in support of
targeted redevelopment initiatives, as
well as through the ownership and
management of realty for civic purpose

Redevelopment Effort

F

LOTS OF CARE OUT THERE

The CARE acronym, used by the Cochranton Area
Redevelopment Effort, Inc.,, has another group using the same
initials, in representing their cause in Crawford County.

Recent mailings, reaching residences in the local area,
circulated by Crawford Area Residents for the Environment
(CARE) are engaged in the opposition of the construction of a
proposed 100-megawatt tire-to-energy plant slated for the
industrial park in Greenwood Township. They also have a
Cochranton mailing address.

These are two different organizations and are not
connected in any manner.

The environmental (CARE) organization is conducting a
fundraising campaign to aid their efforts in mounting an appeal to
the Pennsylvania Environment Hearing Board, concerning the
recent issuance of an Air Quality Permit by the Department of
Environmental Protection. Support of this project has no
connection with the redevelopment efforts now being pursued in
the Borough of Cochranton.

At the present time, the Cochranton Area Redevelopment
Effort, our organization, is awaiting certification of its non-profit
status before launching any type of solicitation of funding.

With both groups, active in the same geographic area, we
caution our residents to be aware of which group is appealing for
your support and be sure you understand which group you are
supporting.

Future communications from the borough redevelopment
effort will try to be more specific in its presentation to avoid
confusion.

If you CARE, and you share a vision of a reinvigorated
Cochranton, now is the time to join our efforts. Please contact CARE
at contact.care.inc@gmail.com or by calling Brian Everett at 425-3910
for more information in ways you can help with our efforts.




FisHING AROUND INCOCHRANTON

By Jerry Przybylek

Wintry weather never stops local area fisherman from catching fish! Both John Greathouse and Chuck
Papinchak report crappies, recently being caught off the boat docks at the Pymatuning, Jamestown Boat
Marina! Fishermen were breaking holes in the thin ice while standing on the docks and catching good
size crappies.

Through mid-January there were no reports of truly
safe ice on area lakes. Some brave souls were
venturing onto the 4” thick ice near the dam at the
Cochranton end of Tamarack Lake. Most of the
fishermen were targeting crappies but the action
was slow! Long range weather forecasts indicate it
could be mid-February before we see really safe
conditions for ice fishing!

Timberland Bait will sponsor two ice-fishing
contests in February. An event will be held on
Conneaut Lake on February 4th. The second
competition will be held at Canadohta Lake on
February 11th. Hours at both events will be from 7
AM to 4:30 PM. There will be a $15.00 entry fee.
Call 814-694-3474 for details. The events will be
rescheduled if the ice is not thick enough on

announced dates.

Your young children or grandchildren would really
enjoy participating in trout stocking! The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission usually targets March
1stto begin trout stocking in area streams. Little Sugar is always one of the first streams to be stocked.
Kids love to watch as the splashing trout are released into the stream. Because of complications with
some federal agencies the Fish Commission has not yet published the 2012-stocking schedule. For a real
treat bring the kids to the Trout Unlimited stocking which takes place the day before Opening Day at the
Special Kid’s Fishing Area on Deer Creek. The Kids Fishing Area is sponsored by the local North Deer
Creek Project group. At this special area on the Stallsmith property on Deer Creek the kids are
encouraged to participate in releasing the fish into the stream. We’ll give you more info about this special
event in the next CARE Newsletter. Take your camera because it is always a fun filled event! Beginning
on the Opening Day of trout season this spot is reserved exclusively for children 12 and under!



More Advantages of Living in the Cochranton Area
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A point of view put forth back in May of 1963, still rings true to today’s efforts of the CARE
committee.

A bimonthly publication called Our Town Pennysaver was an advertising newspaper, which was
distributed in the Cochranton Area, was published by Jim Sheehan.

A member of the Cochranton Board of Trade, an organization of the local business owners, he was
quick to promote the business climate in and around the borough. Two issues, filled with advertisements
and special sales reached each household each month. Short stories filled the columns to keep the
citizens focused on supporting their local merchants.

This appeal appeared on May 9, 1963.

Your Duty For Cochranton

If you live in the Cochranton Area you have a real duty to perform. That daity
to contribute yourshare toward making the Cochranton Area better. Yanavell ask
yourself“* | n what way have | contributed to a bette
gainer by my being here?” You wi ||l doubtl ess
contributing a little more. Because others do not do this is no reason for you nob teod
Determine that you will contribute your share toward bettering the Cochranton Area. Think
what a fine community this would be if every person living within the area were to adopt the
same viewpoint. This is what we would strive for, what eachwmilial should consider his
duty.
We have certain individuals in our community who continually abuse any
consideration you give them, so it is as much your duty for the progress of Cochranton to
cease giving them any consideration by continually agitatirglbw residents or inducing
residents to buy oubf-town.
The Pennysavebelieves that any person who fails to give Cochranton Area his
consideration is not deserving of yours and it would be best for all concerned to avoid
association, business wise orhatrwise with such people if it can be done. If association is
required, be corteous but do not cultivate thenmore than is necessary. It is your duty to
contribute to the decrease of this kind of evil in our community.

He continues his promotion of his fellow merchants in a second column in the same publication.



STORES. . ...
THE WAREHOUSE OF A COMMUNITY

The man who runs the store at the corner of your block is more
than just a neighbor and a merchant. He is the keeper of the warehatsse the things you
need for your everyday living are held waiting your call. He has goods there for you. He has
chosen each article because he krsexactly what you will want. It is his ambition to have it
for you always whenever you call.

In Cachranton, as in all American communities of like size, there are
several corner grocers who look forward to your call, for the pound of coffee, the bag of beans,
the loaf of bread, or whatever it is that you are sending Johnny after. Too, there are those
little | arger type stores here where you foll

Drugstores, hardware stores, novelty stores, dress shops and clothing
stores—all of these found in Cochranton, each one maintains its particular portion of the
great warehouse of good®r the service and convenience of the people of the Cochranton
Area.

Just as the personal tastes of men and women must vary in the choice of
the things they want to wear, there must also be a broad variety in the stocks to meet those
varying tastes. Oly rarely is it necessary to seek beyond the stores of Cochranton to meet
nearly every requirement.

In clothing and in furniture and home furnishings, the stores of
Cochranton have adequate stocks for most people. In the purchase of other new things that
make life so much more agreeable the stores of Cochranton meet nearly every requirement.

This is true as well in the sale and service of automobiles and trucks.
There are few things lacking in the warehouses of Cochranton, the stores which serve the
pegple and, serving them brings a means of livelihood to those who tend the stores, what few
commodities may be available in greater supply elsewhere can likewise be had for the asking
in Cochranton because Cochranton merchants are eager, always, to f@ak&ranton a great
community in which to

work, live and prosper.

Centennial Decorations on Adams Streat

1855 Cochranton, Pennsylvama 1955 4 .;"~'-' The old adage, “The
h more things change - the
more things stay the same”,
makes our appeal for a
vibrant community as real
now as it was nearly fifty
years ago. Itis time for our
generation to “restock the

warehouse” of our

community. As we are
reminded, it is a major undertaking and it will take all of us, working together, to be able to make the
vision a reality. As Mr. Sheehan reminds us: “It’s your DUTY”
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to battle flames that threatened to destroy the main business section of the Borough of Cochranton.

At 10:08 PM, the walil of the fire siren broke the silence of the cold January evening, as a passerby
could see the figr glow of a fire through the large plate glass window of the L & R Furniture Store on the
south side of Adams Street.

The wood frame buildings, comprising nearly half
the block, were quickly engulfed by the raging flames
YR 201t CANR®E/ BMAEY =2 Aty &
weeks of being named Cochranton Fire Chief, put out
the call for neighboring fire equipment and manpower.
Fifteendepartments and over 100 volunteers soon
joined the local firemen in battling the flames.

Flames, leaping nearly00 feet into the night sky,
created a glow in the heart of the business section that
was visible for several miles and attracted a growing
number of spectators.




Local Cochranton firefighters, many summoned from the Cochranton Bowling Lanes weekly league
were quick to get equipment in place and
make hydrant connections. Visiting fire
companies would lay supply lines to the
center of the borough and begin

supplying water from nearby French and
Sugar Creeks.

Heavy winds threatened to pughe
increasingconflagration across Adams
Street to wood framéusinesses on the
Y2NIK aARS 2F (KS ai
attention was focused on cooling these
adjoining structures on all sides of the

fire.

Electric power was soon lost to the fire scene as the flames
consumed wiring running along the street. As the fire raged, volunteers
began to remove materials from adjoining businesses. Members of the
high school basketball team loaded pickup trucks witbceries from the
FR22AYAy3 52yyStftQa D2f RSy 51iDay
Cft28R Do 2 2 25600 éarried Bway & $astmastedKen Hart
and volunteers began securing materials from the post office, in case the
fire continued its easrly path.

) |

At the height of the blaze, ammunition stored in the Peterson
and Gustafson Hardware, began to explode with firefighters dashing for
cover. The intense heat broke the windows of the Cochranton Drug
{G2NB FyR alO/ 2yySt fe@dn the Spposite sidbfy (i
Adams Street. The fronts of both structures were heavily damaged and
were afire several times during the evening.




As the wind subsided, with
GKS ONARO] sttt 27F
Golden Dawn acting as a fire
break, the fire wa®rought under
control at 11:30 PM.

Fire departments remained
on the scene well into the morning
hours coolng the smoldering mass
of rubble Small fires, generated
from wind carried sparks, were
quicklyextinguished There were
no casualties, Meadville
Ambulance stood by at the scene
along with the units from the Red
Cross and the Salvation Army.

Lost to the community
GSNE aSOSNIt odzaaAySaasSao al GdQa
Restaurant, a local eatery popular
with the local teenagers; L & R
CdzNy A G dzNBT wl &Qa
BSYy2St 0T | SNNAyY A
vacant store front and the large
hardware business of Peterson and
Gustafson. Also lost were a
numberof garages and sheds
located at the rear of the block.

The fire, believed to have
started in the basement section of
the furniture store with a problem
dealing with the furnace. The ‘
estimated total loss was set at
near $350,000. Only a portion of
the loss was covered by insuranc

The pile of rubblevould smolder for several days when cleam efforts would remove the debris.
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that time, the lot would be a grass community park.



222RQa wSR
White, gocery store,
acquired the building in
1979 and after
renovations relocated
their store in September
from its original location
at the east end of the
block.

Present owner,
The MarketPlacehas
made an asterly
addition, which including
a portion of theirparking
lot covers the total area of
the spectacular blaze.

Editorials filled the newspaper in the following weeks lauding the efforts of the local firefighters and
the neighboring departments that responded to the call for help and for raising thetetfuat saved the
community from a greater loss that could have been devastating to the community and expressed the hope
that the business block would soon be replaced. Hoping that the community would respond, as it had
following two previous large firean the street (the first in September of 1928 and in 1943) in quickly
relocating the lost businesses in new facilities.

Fifty years many have passed, but for many, the frightening reality of the dire situation still lives in
their memories.

If you have an article or information that you would like to have published in
CAREG6S Monthly Newsl etter
Please submit your information by the 24 ™ of the month to:
Eleanora Snyder at

gsnyderlO0@zoominternet.net

February 2012 is Leap Year! This brings to mind a fond memory of Carl Miller as his birthday was

Leap Day. He so enjoyed saying he was only a quarter of his age; 25 instead of 100, and what

women would give to be in his shoes. Carl Miller was one of the finest residents this commun ity
has known and his legacy will live on in hearts of area citizens for years to come.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Ground Hog
Day
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
CARE
Meeting
7:00 pm
16 17 18
23 24 25
Presi di ] _
Day Washing
Birthday
26 27 28 29
Leap
Day




